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The Early Childhood Institute is Leading the Way for Kids of Kentucky by empowering the early childhood 

professionals who impact and help shape Kentucky’s youngest children and their families. Be among 

the first in attendance at the Early Childhood Institute and gain additional professional development 

training by participating in the preconference events.  Check out the sessions below! 

 

 

Preconference Dates & Location 

 3 FREE Preconference events will be held on June 12th, 2018 in Louisville, Kentucky at the Galt 

House Hotel  

 Shopping and restaurants are located within walking distance 

 Each preconference session has its own description and is a standalone preconference event 

Registration 

 The FREE preconference is separate from the Early Childhood Institute (ECI) and is NOT included 

in your ECI registration.  See below for individual preconference session information 

Using This Guide 

 Please refer to the registration instructions for each session 
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Enriching Interactions, Experiences and Environments for Infants and 

Toddlers  
(8:30 am-4:30 pm.  Lunch on your own.  6 Professional Development Hours.  Limited to 50 Participants)  

Workshop Description 
This full day workshop will include three two-hour sessions. Participants must attend all three sessions in order to 

receive credit: 1) Designing Engaging Learning Environments for Infants and Toddlers, 2) The Power of Connection: 

Making the Most of Caregiver Interactions, & 3) Family Ties: Building Relationships with Families that Go Beyond 

“Hellos” and “Goodbyes”. 

Presenters 

LaDonna Butler, Child Care Aware Technical Assistance Specialist & Christine Hausman, Child Care Aware Content 

Coordinator: Professional Development  

 

Registration for Enriching Interactions, Experiences and Environments for Infants and 

Toddlers: FREE 
There is no registration fee for this event.  However, the session is limited to the first 50 infant toddler teachers. 

Click here to register: https://bit.ly/2JQOFhO  

christine.hausman@uky.edu, 859-257-2078 

brandon.cannada@uky.edu, 859-257-4918  
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Introduction to WIDA Early Years  
9am-4pm.  Lunch on your own.  6 Professional Development Hours.  Limited to 40 Participants  

Workshop Description 
This interactive workshop examines key ideas and concepts from the WIDA Can Do Philosophy and WIDA Early 

Years Guiding Principles of Language Development that are essential for providing quality care and education to 

young multilingual learners. Participants will connect research to practice as they explore topics related to 

language development and language-focused family engagement. This workshop provides foundational knowledge 

in supporting multilingual learners and their families. 

Objectives 
Participants will be able to: 

1. Explain asset-based thinking and the role it plays in serving and supporting young multilingual learners and 
their families 

2. Discuss bi/multilingual language practices and factors that may influence language development 
3. Identify opportunities for language-focused family engagement 

Presenter 

Dr. Lorena Mancilla is an advocate for culturally and linguistically diverse children and families. She is a former 
bilingual/ESL classroom teacher and has experience teaching graduate-level courses on instructing and assessing 
multilingual children and youth. Dr. Mancilla currently serves as Director of Early Years at WIDA, a project of the 
Wisconsin Center for Education Research at the University of Wisconsin–Madison. In her role, she oversees the 
development of resources that support young multilingual children in early care and education settings. At WIDA, 
she also served as the lead researcher and developer for family engagement initiatives, a professional 
development facilitator, and core member of the team that developed the WIDA Spanish Language Development 
Standards. Dr. Mancilla completed her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Wisconsin–Madison.  
Her research focused on Latino parent engagement in K–12 language education. 
 

Registration for Introduction to WIDA Early Years: FREE 
Bill Buchanan: bill.buchanan@education.ky.gov 
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Supporting Early Literacy Learning through Evidence Based and 

Developmentally Appropriate Literacy Practices 
1-4:15 pm.  3 Professional Development Hours.  Limited to 40 Participants 

Workshop Description 
Early literacy matters! Through early literacy experiences, children develop behaviors that support later reading 

success. In this session, we will review the essential research-based areas of early reading and writing 

development including concepts of print, phonological awareness, alphabetic knowledge, and oral language 

development. We will also address concerns related to appropriate early literacy experiences and provide 

strategies that bring literacy learning to life in the early childhood classroom. Finally, we will explore ways to 

engage families in their child’s literacy learning. 

Presenters 

Sonia Michael, PhD and Director of Berea Early Childhood Regional Training Center &  
Stacey Stevens, MA, Early Childhood Specialist Ashland Early Childhood Regional Training Center 
 

Registration for Supporting Early Literacy Learning through Evidence Based and 
Developmentally Appropriate Literacy Practices: FREE 

Sonia Michael: Sonia.michael@berea.kyschools.us  
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